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. lenges.” says Bill Sweeney. AARPs
. senior vice president for govern-
! ment affairs. “It's critical that
© Social Security works closely with

families who are being impacted
I by overpayments, especially in
| cases when it was the agency's
% Faull to begin with.”
| Ihe 8SA collected $4.9 billion in
| benelil overpavments in the 2023
fiscal year. but sowme
$23 billion is still out-
standing, according to
a report by the agen-
cy’s Office of the 1n-
spector Genteral from
Jast November.

(’Malley has identified over-
; payment procedures as one of
i three custonier service issues he
aims 1o address this year, along
with record waits for decisions on
disability henelit applications and
lengthy hold times on calls to So-
cial Security's national help line.

The $SA reported (o the federal
Office of Management and Bud-
get that it overpaid beneficiaries
Liy an estimated $11.1 billion in the
last fiscal vear.

| “ABREAKONCOSTS |
2 tost of selling a home
- K'could éome down substan-
- tlally; startihg as early as July.
: .~ As part of an agreement an-
" Hounced in March that ended
" & nationwide class action suit,
the National Association of
_Realtors (NAR), the country’s
- largest trade group of real
' s4taté agents, agreed to stop
““requiring a seller’s agent to.
“ offer compensation to buy-
" ef’ agents as a condition of
. including a home anindustry -
databases where homes are -
listed for sale,
i The changes are expected
| to trim the commissions of B

selier’s broker and half to the
buyer's-~that American home
sellers have traditionally paid.

“This settlement will bring
sweeping reforms that will
haip countless American fam-
ilies,” says Benjamin D. Brown,
inanaging partner of a key law
' firm behind the suit.

» FREEZE-DRIED Curious whether the powdered milk on your
shelf has changed over time? Don't be. A study published in the
Journal of Dairy Science found that powdered milk recently re-
covered from Ermnest Shackieton's ill-fated Antarctic expedition
of 1907-1909 is nearly identical to today's powdered milk.

HOME SELLERS GET

or 6 percent—half paid to the - -

- Blood Test
- Can Detect
. Colon Cancer

bout 4 in 10 adults ages
45 to 75 who should
be screened for colorectal
cancer skip it, in part be-
cause rany can’'t bear the
thought of a colonoscopy.
But soon a simple blood
j..test.could becorne an ac-
cepted form of colorectal
cancer screening, and some
| researchers expect that
- would raise the number of
people who get tested.
I Astudy published in The
New England Journal of J

Medicine in March found
that a hlaod test developed
by Guardant Health detect-
‘ ed colorectal cancer in 83
| percent of people who had
i the disease. That is similar
to rates of detection from
routine stoul-based colorec-
i {al cancer screening tests,
© says study coauthor William
© M. Grady, M.D., a gastio-
enterologist at the Fred
i Hutchinson Cancer Center.
The blood test detects
..certain cancer signals in
DNA that's shed from a can-
cetous tumor, Grady says.
If tumor material is found
in the blood, then a colo-
noscopy wouid determine
whether nancer is present.
The American Cancer S0-
ciety says 152,810 new cas-
es of the cancer and 53,010
deaths will happen in 2024.
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VA Expands Care to Vets Exposed to Toxins

rnaterials while training or an
active duty can get faster access !
to expanded health care bene- |
fits, the Department of Veterans
Affaits recently announced. i
The action speeds up phased- |
in benefits created under 8 2022
law aimed at dealing with heaith h
problems from exposures. i
“If you're a veteran who may |

Veterans exposed to hazardous |
1
|

i August 2022. The new move

have been exposed to toxins or |
hazards while serving our coun- |
try ... we want you to comg to us
for the health care you deserve,”
VA Secratary Denis McDunough
said in a statement.

More than half a million veter-
ans have enrglled in VA health
care since the law was passed

means any veteran who partici-

pated in what the VA terms a tox-
i ic exposure risk aclivity is eligible
¢ for VA heaith care directly with-

- out first applying for VA benefits.

to burn pits, sand and dust; pes-
ticides and herbicides; and haz-
ards on bases including asbestos
and more. More information
abiout the act and eligibility can

i be found at VA.gov/PACT.
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That includes veterans exposed




